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December 31, 1958

/
J

Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief
Division of Biology and Medicine
United States Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear John:

Rather than send the information about the Rongelap fish in a
TWX we thought there would be less chance for error by calling
you directly. For your record the information that was dictated
to Patt by telephone on December 31 is as follows:

The average grass beta values for Rongelap fish in terms of
microcuries per kilogram of wet tissue are as follows:

1.

2.

3.

4.

March 1958, Kzbelle Ishmd reef fish

muscle - 0.026
whole fish - - 0. 10

March 1958, Rongelap Island reef fish

muscle - 0.006
whole fish - - 0.010

August i958, Rongekp Island reef fish -(average maximum who)

muscle - 0.005

(This Is an average of a group of fish for which the valuea
from earlier collections have been a maximum).

Current average values are as bw as or lower than values from
any of the p revioua collections.

Isotopic composition of samplea:

1.

2.

50 K?2b5

‘l”he estimated amount of K40 in muscla is approximately
. 003 ~c/kg.

Zn65 iE the principal gamr,a emitter in fish muscle. Maximum
value from the August i968 collection is O. 2 #c/kg.
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3.

4.

5.

Traceta of Co60 are also present.

The only other lsot
T

e expected in measurable amounts in fish
muscle would be Fe 5.

Sr90 has not been found in fish muscle from samples collected
in 1956 or 1957.

A180, while talking to Patt I discussed the next visit to Washington.
Subject to your approval and convenience with your schedule, I shall
plan on being at Germantown on January 14, i 5 and 16 and will proceed
with travel arrangements for this schedule unless I hear from you to
the contrary.

The people concerned with the Rongelap program are meeting on
Friday, January 2nd. After review of the accomp t.fshments of the
program a list of possible papers for presentation at the Montreal
meeting will be promptly submitted for your selection,

AiBo, a draft of a program for marine biology and oceanography
for the .41aska Harbor Project will be submitted prior to the ACBM
meeting on January 9 and LO.

Rest wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely yours,

Allyn H. Seymour
tla~istsmt Director
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